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foughest prison.
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texactly 9:30 on the night of June 11, 1962,
the lights at Alcatraz prison went out
Most of the inmates shivered on their thin,

narrow beds, trying to get some sleep.

e S s SV S PR

Alcatrsz was known. Morris and
hiscohorts were determined 0
prove everyone wrong.

“The men had develaped sn
ingenious plan. For monls, they
had been usingstolen spoons
and a power il made outof

But not Frank Morris.

His heart pounding, Morris
wated fo the prison 0 quit Ifall
went according to plan, he would
e slecp behind barsagain

For months, Morris and three.
other prisoners, Allen West and
brothers Clarence and John
Anglin,had been secrety plotting
0 escape from Alcatraz a bleak

‘8 vacuum cleaner motor o dig
awayat the concrete walsofthe
prison colls

prison perched on a rocky iland

was painsaking work,but

o escape. He had
broken out o two other

prisons.
Bt lcatraz was

ventilaton system, where the men
Setup a secret workshop. Moris
and s fiends also took up &
hobby: paining, That way, noone ¢
was suspiciaus when theyorderect
brushes, paints, and drawing,
boards. They used these supplics
o creste sections of fakewll to

iflerent. Securiy was
cxtremely ight. Guards
counted the inmates
miny times cach day.
and igh; it would
take a uardlong 0
notice an empty el

“To by some time,
the men made dummics
outof il paper,
cardboard,and cement
chips. They covered the
dumny beads with hair
Stolen rom theprison
arbershop and painted
faces on them. On the

cover the oles in thei cels.

Many Had Drowned
‘Men had red t escape from
Alcataz before oy 0 drown i
e fgid watrs of San Francisco
Bay: Moris and his fiends did
ot intend t swim though. Using
Solen and handmade toos they'd
managed o fashion e jackets

nthe middie of San Francisco  cventualy they mado holes g and a ral outof rncoats.
enough tocrawi through. The

oles opened nto the prison's

it o thei cscape.
the men tcked the
dummy heads into thee
beds.Inthe dim light,
the headslooked rel.

Bay. People said it was impossiblc
o break freefrom “the Rock.” a5

‘Moris, who'd been imprioncd
o bank burglary, was no sranger + -
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dowm a drsinpipe.
“They were out. A salty breeze:

. Fank Mo () and brthrs b (cetr) i
4 Crnc A () i e ety s £ blew on thei faces. Now all hat
1 hove sty Ssped o s,

Stood between them and freedom
was s 12-foot fence and the
crasing shark infested waters of
thebay.

Men had made i thisfr before.
None had madeit o feedom.
Some drowmed, Others were.
turmed back by the strong currnts.
One inmate had hiddenn the
caves carved o the island's

shorcline, tooscare to e
into thevater Eventualy, he was
found and broughtback.

Could Morrs and the Angin
rodhers pull off the most daring
escape n the history of lcatrast

Istand of the Pelicans
By the rightof this
escape atiemptin 1962 the
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small sandstone il of katrsz. s the country were natfied “The 53 inmtes artved on

i beon s asaprisononand that Akatrar was eadytotake  Augs 22, 194 By heend of the
offormorethan 100 years. Bt troublmakers off ther hands.  year, Atz was housing more
istory o bk even furher. | As Akatras Wanden James A han 200 of Amercs mos e

Acatrs was named I s Johnston ater wrote, “They would  crminals
Acatrace” (s ofthe Peicans) st their worst would ke
oy Spanish cxplorer T Manuel e and do my b ” Harsh Punishment
e Ayl 175, Al old was A am.on August 19, 1551, JEesheym—
discoverd in Calforia i 1948, 53 prisonersboardeda rainin“UneleSamis Dovis sand
poople worried that S Francisco Al Gorgiafor thelongride 8 tcame o be calle—ound
migh e ke, Bareen 0 Calforni. They wero o besome il s olted world,
Nt located sbouta e and ofthe st it st Acatrar. punctusied by the claning ofbars
ahalfrom shore scemed the  Oficits coul't el g e cistant baring oforns.
peroc plac o bk  for. nervous. These menwereginglo A a o sl wke-p at

Durng the CiviWor, e Alcatrasbecausc odaryprisons 6530 . fomatescleaned e
1860 the 2. acr and vas e couln'handie them. A Az ol then st 0 be couned.
a5 miaryprison. Then,in 1934, prisoerswore men) Autheshrick of a it thy . _—
e US Deparment ofustice Warden ohnson ook vy marched singe e o brckiast,
ookitover Acararwassbout  procauton Theproners oo which lsted 2 mincs. Afer sorshop Head countstook  symbolized the collapscofiaw  Daring Escapes
o become the oughestand most specally desiped riroad cars breakfas, wensi were counied. place consanty On Sundaysand andorderin he 1920 Hemade A tough s Akatraz was some
fear prson in Arcica. it st bars acros e widws Do the dy, s hlidays inmacs o supervised  millions unninglega gamblingprsoncr sl aempted 1 bk

Noprisonce s alloed tolcave | marched inmaes (0 jobs i the recreaon e Nonevspapers  and lcoholslligoperations ot During the ock's 29 years

Ready for Troublemakers  hisscat duringany sop. laundey, the garden, and the or o wore alloweLihts-outin Chicag. Hewas s tohave o fderal priso, 36 prisoers

‘During the carly 19305, the US. s 1 930 pm. sharp. murdered atessta dosen people. atempred o escape. Twenty-three
was it by crime wave,Robberes Mo who brok the s Capone was st having power, ofthe men were cavght, s were
and murders wer on the s £ focct harh punishment the and he wasprovd o is eputation ki, and v dronened. T,
Some criminals had become. I mostieared of whichwassolitary  asabigshot. He figured he'dbe  others were never found but are
increibly powerful; they were. % confinement. It was agony to be. ‘able 10 pull strings to get special ‘assumed to have drowned.

R ——————— © keptapar from everyone e, prviges at Alcatra,justashe That eves thre men:Frank
public el hat “superrison” P 1 coopetupina tinyconcrte i cer prisons. Moris and John and Clarence
was what the country ecded. I i coll somewihonlyahoein s s0m s he arived, Capone Angiin.

Desolate and slaed, lcatraz P 0 thcloorhora et Insoitary et with Warden Johnsion. 1 Afer the nightof ume 1, 1962,
scomod ke the deal place 0 confincmcot, some e have o ofriends” he tldthe they were neve scn g
ncarceatethe most despicabc £ allowed matressesat ight but warden. "l expect o havealotof  When Morris anthe A
criminal. Officils st out 0 buid [ e — vsors” were discovered mising, & massive
e mostescape-proof prison in £ hercwasnotingtodobutsiare  Capone vasinforabier scarch was condcted. A body v
America. Cell locks were turnecd H e —— surpis. Howas llowetosce spotted loating i the bay—but it
intofotesss meant o hod thase H iy bt ot i —or fllow s never dentie, Acconding (0
who had tried—and sometimes i ABittersurprise Fangsters.Every prisonceat. some records,a aft s found on
managec—to break out ofother S Themost notorious s Nicatra was trestod the e, earby Angel sland. Thers were
prsons. conldn' beat Aestraz ot even Al Capone. Eventualy, rumorsof  stole car, which could

he waters o e Fracsco By v
empertues, and sk e s o

S TN

In August 1934, Acatrazopencd
prison. Penitentiaries

ven gangsters ke Al Scarface”  Capone had o admit, “Nlcatrz have been used by the
Capone. To many, Capone. has got me licked escapees.
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I the cnd, officals conclided  had tele makeshil e jackets and ended up n Brzil 1n 2003,

that the men had dic. The [ ——— theshow MythBusterse-ceeaed
powerul currents i the Bay Not everyoni has accepted the escape and determined that
conld have dragsed theie the officials’concluson, though. s possibe the men made it
aft out o s Even within People have speculated about 1o shore. But nothing has been
the By, survival would have e fte of Moresand the proved

been unikely had the men Anglns for docades. There have ‘What do you think? Did Morris
sone overbosrd.Inthe figid boen many reported sghtings. and the Anglin brothers make i—
watr, they would have quickly The family o the Angin rothers. o i they perih n the mercilss
succumbed to hypothermisor— insists that the men madeitout waters of San Francisco Bay?
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